
Somaliland Climate: 

Somaliland is classified into three main climatic zones across the regions. These include; (a) 

desert zone mainly along the coastal belt, (b) very arid zone in the central and western areas and 

(c) semi-arid zone in the lower parts of Awdal and present-day Maroodijeex. The latter areas 

receive the best rainfall up to 500 to 600 mm per year, Togdheer, Sool and Sanaag regions come 

next with rainfall values of 100 to 400 mm per year. The coastal belt and a small pocket of the 

area south of Sool region are characterized by very low rainfall with values less than 100 mm per 

year.  

Somaliland is subject to four seasons each lasting three months. Winter (Jiilaal) is a dry season 

occurring from December to mid-March. Spring (Gu’) is the long rainy season, lasting from late 

March to mid-June. Summer (Xagaa) is the third season and occurs from late June to mid-

September. Autumn or fall (Dayr) is another rainy season but is much less bountiful than the 

spring season in many parts of the country, especially the west which is compensated by ‘Karan’ 

showers in winter.  

Coastal Climate:  

It is arid and hot most of the time, while precipitation is less than 50mm annually. Water 

Temperature is 21C in January & 37C in October. Two monsoon winds are experienced 

annually. Southwest monsoon blows June to Sep- tember, while Northeast blows October to 

March.  

Land Use  

Only 3 percent of the land is, currently, used for crop production, and a further 7 percent is 

potentially arable.
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Around 60% of the land is used purely for grazing including transhumance 

pastoralism and about 40% for crop production where rain-fed agriculture is practiced.  


